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of imagination, fancy, prejudice and bigotry, who has no counterpart in reality, or 
has never existed. * * * Such a delineation * * * has mercantile value. It pays 
in what the American loves so dearly — money. * * * To one who has lived among 
the Japanese and knows something of their history, literature and art it is impossible 
to agree with the impressionist Hearn, of the vile traducer whose motive directly 
or indirectly is fame or cash. * * * After nearly the whole of an adult life spent 
directly or indirectly with "the Orientals," as in large part were the lives of my 
father and grandfather before me, and with an honest perseverance and fairly steady 
industry in research, I see absolutely no difference in the human nature of an Asiatic, 
a European or an American. 

These are strong words, and coming from one so well qualified to 
know, they cannot be ignored. Science has not as yet declared that 
there is a fundamental difference between occidental and oriental. Why 
then should the irresponsible writer be permitted to assume it — to our 
cost? 

As was to be expected, these lectures show decided pacific leanings. 
They put pronounced emphasis upon the factors tending to draw the 
United States and Japan together, and the effect of the whole is to leave 
the feeling that the various contributors are too sanguine. Granted 
that there is no real difference between orientals and occidentals, the 
popular belief that there is, however it originated, jeopardizes amicable 
relations. Granted, too, that common sense would dictate peace be- 
tween us and Japan because of our trade relations and traditional friend- 
ship, it must not be overlooked that wars too often begin just because 
common sense gives way to foolishness. These addresses attempt to 
dispel some of the popular misconceptions which cause nations to do 
foolish things, and for that reason they are welcome. 

Edward B. Krehbiel. 

Jahrbuch des Volkerrechts. Edited by Th. Niemeyer and K. Strupp. 
Munich and Leipzig: Duncker & Humblot. 1913. pp. viii, 1556. 

The first issue of the Jahrbuch des Volkerrechts is a formidable, though 
not a forbidding, volume, but it is one which no person interested in 
international law and international relations can afford to overlook. 
It has a separate and distinct place on the table of the man of affairs, 
as well as of the expert, because it gives a survey of international de- 
velopment from September, 1911, to August, 1912. It does not com- 
pete with journals of international law, nor with accounts of the year's 
happenings, in so far as they concern international relations, to be found 
in encyclopedias. 
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It gives the texts of the most important documents bearing upon 
international relations, using for this purpose the language of the orig- 
inal document, be it in French, German, Italian, Spanish, or English. 
This alone would make the work valuable as a book of reference, but its- 
usefulness does not stop here. 

It has separate articles and reports on the important events and 
questions of the year written by persons who can justly be called spe- 
cialists on the different subjects, reports upon the events which have 
taken place in the individual countries, and reports on congresses and 
conferences. 

It has a section devoted to the signing and ratification of interna- 
tional agreements, a section devoted to subjects such as the proposed 
Academy at The Hague, the preparations for the Third Hague Con- 
ference, and the Pan-American movement, to mention only a few sub- 
jects which may be considered to be timely or to have a general interest. 
It has a bibliography and it ends with an index. 

The question must be unimportant which this volume does not discuss, 
and no well informed reader can consult it without finding what he 
seeks, unless the subject is beyond the scope of the volume. In a word, 
the work is indispensable, and Messrs. Niemeyer and Strupp are to be 
congratulated upon having conceived the idea and upon their patience 
and industry in adequately carrying it out. 

It has been stated that important documents are printed in various 
foreign languages with which the reader and student are supposed to be 
familiar. The same thing applies to the articles and reports. German, 
French and English are used, although, so far as the reviewer can dis- 
cover, there is no Spanish article, and the contributions of Italian writers 
have been translated into German. This, of course, enables readers of 
different nationalities to use the volume and makes it appeal to a wider 
public as a book of reference. The editors recognize, of course, that 
certain subjects of a political nature will naturally betray the sympathy 
and bias of the writer with an action or policy with which his country 
is concerned. This cannot be avoided, but the editors have supplied a 
corrective. Thus, to cite an example or two, the Panama Canal ques- 
tion is treated by an American writer, who defends the action of the 
United States, but it is followed by an article from an English writer 
who explains and justifies the English point of view. In the same way, 
the Morocco question is treated by a French writer and the corrective 
is supplied by an article from the pen of one of the editors, Dr. Niemeyer. 
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As the Jahrbuchs de Volkerrechts is calculated to disseminate correct 
views of international law and international relations, the American 
Journal of International Law welcomes its publication and wishes 
its editors and publishers success in their great and beneficent under- 
taking. 

James Brown Scott. 



